Office of the Mayor
City & County of San Francisco

Gavin Newsom

May 21, 2009

San Francisco Planning Commission
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400

San Francisco, CA 94103
Dear Commissioners:

I write to express my strong support for the San Francisco Bicycle Plan and ask that you
certify the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Bicycle Plan, if you find it adequate,
accurate and complete, at the Commission's meeting on June 25. The Bicycle Plan
represents a clear roadmap to a safer, more environmentally sustainable community. I am
confident that the EIR prepared for the Bicycle Plan will provide a full and fair accounting
of the potential environmental effects of the Plan, in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act.

Adoption and implementation of the Bicycle Plan and its near-term bicycle route network
improvement projects is essential for the City to realize its many commitments to
sustainability and equity in transportation, public safety, and public health. With
automobile traffic accounting for approximately half of the city's greenhouse gas
emissions, bicycling is a key element in helping San Francisco reduce greenhouse gas
pollution, as well as helping us fulfill the promise of Transit First as enshrined in our City
Charter.

Already a leader in bicycling, with approximately 6 percent of daily trips taking place by
bike (more than any other large US city), San Francisco is poised to move to the next level
of urban bicycling in a dramatic way. According to research by the San Francisco
Municipal Transportation Agency, one third of San Franciscans say they would ride a bike
for transportation more often if there were more dedicated bike space and secure bike
parking. Engaging this population of potential cyclists, as well as our many visitors, is a
central opportunity targeted by the Plan, multiplying its many environmental and economic
benefits.

In order to achieve the Bicycle Plan’s mission of making bicycling safer and more
convenient in San Francisco, the Plan’s recommendations must be implemented quickly
and thoroughly. We also must advance the expansion of our local bicycle route network as
one large and urgent civic project rather than becoming mired in isolated individual
projects. This will require coordinated and comprehensive efforts by many City
departments, as well as continued public involvement focused on this goal.
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