Office of the Mayor Gavin Newsom

City & County of San Francisco

May 21, 2009

Nathaniel Ford

Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer
San Frapcisgo Municipal Transportation Agency
1 South YVarANess Avenue, 7th Floor

San Frandisc, California 94103

Dear

| write to express my strong support for the San Francisco Bicycle Plan and ask that your
staff plan for comprehensive and rapid implementation of this plan once it is approved by
the Municipal Transportation Agency Board in the coming weeks.

Adoption and implementation of the Bicycle Plan and bicycle network improvement
projects is essential for the City to realize its many commitments to sustainability and
equity in transportation, public safety, and public health. With automobile traffic
accounting for approximately half of the city's greenhouse gas emissions, bicycling isa
key element in helping San Francisco decrease its greenhouse gas pollution, as well as
helping the MTA advance the City’s Transit First policy.

Already a leader in transportation bicycling, with approximately 6 percent of daily trips
taking place by bike (more than any other large US city), San Francisco is poised to move
to the next level of urban bicycling in a dramatic way. According to research by your
agency, one third of San Franciscans say they would ride a bike for transportation more
often if there were more dedicated bike space and secure bike parking. Engaging this
population of potential cyclists, as well as our many visitors, in biking is a central
opportunity of the Bike Plan. In turn, increasing the number of bicyclists in our city brings
a range of environmental and economic benefits.

In order to achieve the Bicycle Plan’s mission of making bicycling safer and more
convenient in San Francisco, the Plan’s recommendations must be implemented quickly
and thoroughly. This means ensuring that the funding is in place and the departmental
resources are prioritized toward expansion of the bike network. Simply put, we must
advance the expansion of our local bicycle route network as one large and urgent civic
project rather than becoming mired in isolated individual projects. This will require
leadership from the SFMTA and coordinated efforts by many City departments, as well as
continued public involvement focused on this overall goal.
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