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The Cesar Chavez/Bayshore/Potrero intersection is built in three
levels, with pedestrian and bicycle circulation generally in the
middle, ground level, as are Bayshore Boulevard and Potrero
Avenue and the northbound connection between them. Cesar
Chavez Street is on the lower level. Highway 101 is on the upper
level, as is the southbound connection between Potrero Avenue and
Bayshore Boulevard. Ramps connecting the streets and highway
rise and fall between the three main levels. Because of this complex
arrangement, pedestrians and cyclists do not always parallel
vehicular travel lanes as in traditional streets with sidewalks and
bicycle lanes. Instead, pedestrians and cyclists also use bridges,
underpasses, and paths through publicly owned parcels that are
often disconnected from the street. Many bicycle routes through
the intersection area traverse crosswalks and sidewalks where the
official status of bicycles is not immediately clear. When discussing
the pedestrian and bicycle network, we are referring to observed,
de-facto routes, whatever their official status.

There is no officially sanctioned east-west pedestrian connection on
the north side of Cesar Chavez Street, but pedestrians often use the
direct westbound bicycle route despite the lack of crosswalks. There
is a reasonably direct east-west pedestrian connection through the
intersection area on the south side of Cesar Chavez Street, along

a shared path that is also the eastbound bicycle route. A portion

of this southern east-west path is the “heart” of the pedestrian and
bicycle network, and is also part of the north-south route. North-
south connections through the Cesar Chavez/Bayshore/Potrero
intersection are less direct, as can be seen in the maps on the right.
While limited in some respects, the pedestrian and bicycle network
includes connections between Cesar Chavez Street and northbound
Potrero Avenue that are not possible by car. Viewed in general
terms, this existing network has the potential to provide a high level
of connectivity to non-motorized users within the framework of the
existing highly complex intersection structure. There are however
many defects in the network, ranging from the very specific and
localized, such as a sign obstructing the path of travel in a particular
location, to the more general, such as the ineffective wayfinding
system. Following this overview, we discuss existing conditions

in specific segments of the pedestrian and bicycle network and
recommend improvements to address specific problems. We then
discuss more global issues and opportunities, including lighting,
wayfinding, landscaping, and public amenities.

CESAR CHAVEZ EAST COMMUNITY DESIGN PLAN

EXISTING PEDESTRIAN NETWORK
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Opposite page, above: Existing pedes-
trian routes through the Cesar Chavez/
Bayshore/Potrero intersection area. Note
that routes are often under ramps and
bridges and are thus not visible in aerial

photographs.

Opposite page, below: Existing bicycle
routes through the Cesar Chavez/
Bayshore/Potrero intersection area. Note
that routes are often under ramps and
bridges and are thus not visible in aerial

photographs.
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This page, right: Composite map of the
existing bicycle and pedestrian network
through the Cesar Chavez/Bayshore/ : .
Potrero intersection area. Note that most ; A REVER ; I
segments of the network serve both ‘ ARV =4 MU
pedestrians and cyclists. LEGEND

Existing pedestrian sidewalks
Existing and planned bicycle routes

Existing shared path:
pedestrians and two-way bicycle

Existing shared path: .
pedestrians and one-way bicycle

Existing bicycle bridge: .
bicycles and informal pedestrian use
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CHAPTER 3
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In order to discuss the pedestrian and bicycle network at

a level of specificity suitable for the exploration of localized
problems and solutions, the network is divided into segments
of more or less uniform character. After a brief overview of
existing conditions, we recommend improvements but do
not specify most design details, as the SFMTA is currently
developing standards for multi-use paths and cycle tracks,
including dimensions and intersection layouts. We identify
space for widening segments of the existing network where
excess right-of-way exists, within the context of the existing
ramp structures and existing number of vehicle travel lanes.

B LE N G

LEGEND

PrnSS Existing pedestrian and
bicycle routes

2 . Approximate area of
) L
|\ X ,; individual segment

1
CESAR CHAVEZ EAST COMMUNITY DESIGN PLAN



































